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School’s Details

School’s Details

School Caterham School
DfE number 936/6538
Registered charity number 1109508

Address

Caterham School
Harestone Valley Road
Caterham

Surrey

CR3 6YA

Telephone number

01883 343028

Email address

enquiries@caterhamschool.co.uk

Headteacher Mr Ceri Jones

Chair of trustees Mr Ed Smith

Age range 11to 18

Number of pupils on roll 942
Boys 507 Girls 435
Day pupils 784 Boarders 158
Seniors 638 Sixth Form 304

Inspection dates

30 April to 2 May 2019
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Background Information 4
1. Background Information

About the school

1.1 Caterhamisanindependent day and boarding school for boys and girls aged between 11 and 18 years.
It opened in 1811 as a boarding school for the sons of Congregationalist ministers. It admitted day
pupils from 1890 and broadened its intake. It has been fully co-educational since 1995. The school
was an associate member of United Learning until December 2017 when the trustees bought backdt30119ils
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2. Regulatory Compliance Inspection

Preface

The registration authority for independent schools is the Department for Education (DfE), which directs
inspection according to a specified frequency or at any time where the DfE has particular concerns about a
school. The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) is the body approved by the Secretary of State for the
purpose of inspecting schools which are, or whose heads are, in membership of the associations which form
the Independent Schools Council (ISC) and reporting on the extent to which they meet the Independent
School Standards (‘the standards’) in the Schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards)
Regulations 2014. Accordingly, inspection records whether the school meets each of these standards, which
are arranged in eight Parts, each of which is divided into separate paragraphs. Additionally, the inspection
reports on the school’s accessibility plan under Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the ban on corporal
punishment under section 548 of the Education Act 1996. It comments on the progress made by the school
in meeting the compliance action points set out in the school’s most recent statutory inspection.

This inspection also contains specific judgements on the National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools
(‘boarding NMS’). It also comments on the progress made by the school in meeting the compliance action
points set out in the most recent statutory boarding inspection and it judges the extent to which the school
currently meets the boarding NMS. It identifies any standards which the school does not meet and requires
action to meet them. Findings are distributed across sections relating to the eight Parts of the standards.

All association independent schools will have an inspection within three years from April 2016, in accordance
with the Framework and DfE requirements. The inspection may be of COMPLIANCE ONLY or a combined
inspection
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Regulatory Compliance Inspection 6

Inspectors may be aware of individual safeguarding concerns, allegations and complaints as part of the
inspection process. Such matters will not usually be referred to specifically in published reports in this
document but will have been considered by the team in reaching its judgements.

Links to the full regulations and requirements can be found here: The Education (Independent School
Standards) Requlations 2014, National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/416186/20150319_nms_bs_standards.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2

Regulatory Compliance Inspection 7
Key findings
2.1 The school meets the standards in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards)

Regulations 2014, the National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools 2015 and associated
requirements, and no further action is required as a result of this inspection.

PART 1 - Quality of education provided
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2.12 The
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3. Educational Quality Inspection

Preface

The EDUCATIONAL QUALITY inspection reports on the quality of the school’s work. It focuses on the two
key outcomes:

- The achievement of the pupils, including their academic development, and
- The personal development of the pupils.

Since the school was last inspected, the framework for inspection has changed. The current inspection
framework uses different criteria and arrangements for grading from those used in previous inspection
frameworks. The judgements made on this inspection are, therefore, not directly comparable to judgements
made on previous inspections.

All independent schools are required to meet the requirements of the Independent School Standards.
However, different inspectorates apply different frameworks that are suited to the different types of schools
they inspect. The ISI terminology reflects quality judgements that are at least equivalent to those used by
the national inspectorate, Ofsted. ISI reports do not provide a single overarching judgement for the school
but instead give a clear judgement about key outcomes for pupils and information on the quality of the
school’s work.

The headline judgements must include one of the ISI descriptors ‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sound’ or
‘unsatisfactory’.

Where necessary, National Curriculum nomenclature is used to refer to year groups in the school. Where the
school’s own names differ from those used nationally, the details are given in the table below:

Caterham School National Curriculum name
Year 1 Year 7

Year 2 Year 8

Year 3 Year 9

Year 4 Year 10

Year 5 Year 11

Lower Sixth Year 12

Upper Sixth Year 13
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Key findings

3.1 The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is excellent.

© Independent Schools Inspectorate 2019 Caterham School — May 2019



Educational Quality Inspection 11

3.6

level. Boarders have performed more strongly than other pupils at both GCSE and A level, reflecting
their positive experience of boarding at the school, which they were keen to describe to inspectors.
Pupils achieve this success because the school has put in place a very effective system to monitor
pupils’ progress, which helps pupils to decide targets. A large majority of leavers from Year 13 last year
gained places at their first choice of university, many of which have high standards of entry.

Pupils demonstrate an excellent level of knowledge, skills and understanding in all areas of their
learning. They have a strong grasp of concepts and are confident in discussing these in lessons and
developing their ideas in written form. This was seen in a GCSE geography lesson where there was a
high level of questioning and response on tectonic processes, guided by some expert teaching. Pupils
benefit considerably from their excellent relationships with staff. This promotes confidence in the
pupils and in turn leads them on to experiment with new ideas without fear of being wrong. They
thrive in a climate where the philosophy is that mistakes are an opportunity to learn. In a psychology
lesson in Year 12, pupils were comfortable in engaging in discussion and experimenting with their
ideas. Pupils approach new work confidently, as seen in a modern foreign languages class in Year 7
where they quickly learnt the methods for telling the time. A high level of knowledge was seen across
the subjects, such as in a GCSE history lesson on the Cold War where pupils confidently made excellent
links with prior work and then applied these effectively in the challenging written task. Pupils were
effective in demonstrating their understanding in an A-level physics lesson where they delivered short,
snappy presentations on subjects of their own choice. Strong progress in learning was evident in the
work scrutiny of all years and in individual lessons, such as an English class in Year 7 where pupils
rapidly acquired an understanding of terminology relating to the five senses. However, this progress
and achievement is not the case in all lessons with a few being rather slow in pace and not challenging
enough. Similarly, whilst in most subjects, pupils benefit from valuable, formative marking and
assessment, in a small minority of subjects, the marking is inconsistent and limited so that pupils
cannot identify weaknesses and make progress. Pupils’ use of technology in their learning is
widespread and effective, reflecting the school’s investment in new learning. Pupils display a high level
of commitment and achievement in their sport. The quality of their creative and aesthetic work is
outstanding, as heard in the very high level of musicianship in rehearsals and seen in the variety of
accomplished artwork on display throughout the school. The creativity of the pupils is supported by
the excellent facilities and resources provided by the leadership
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3.7 Pupils have excellent levels of literacy and communicate powerfully both orally and in their written
work. They are confident and articulate in formal and informal situations and across all subjects. They
always communicate respectfully to their peers. In many lessons, the pupils work effectively in small
groups sharing ideas. Pupils were fully engaged in a sports lesson and communicated effectively with
each other, giving and receiving instructions and support. In some lessons, pupils demonstrate their
communication skills by questioning and challenging ideas, but in others, they are more passive but
still listen and take useful notes. Pupils display excellent linguistic skills across the subjects, seenin a
Latin group in Year 12 where pupils were using highly sophisticated terminology in analysing a poetry
text. Those pupils sophis6()Tj 2.776l
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great success, both in the classroom and in their extra-curricular activities. The atmosphere in lessons
is excellent with pupils showing a serious level of focus on the task in hand, and this was seen across
the subjects and years. Pupils undertake independent research projects, not just in the
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3.17 Pupils have a very strong moral code and accept that their behaviour will affect others. They respect
the need for systems of rules and restrictions. They can explain how the moral codes of their society
guide lives in Britain. Some pupils said how their groups have designed class rules to develop their
sense of how rules should direct their behaviour. When receiving a sanction, pupils are encouraged
by the school to think about their actions and understand how they should improve their behaviour,
thus developing this sense of a moral code. Pupils move
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the excellent pastoral structure and is imbued in the school’s innate culture. Ideas such as the well-
being dogs are an interesting and thoughtful addition to the school’s provision and pupils indicate
their appreciation of the care the school has for them. This outstanding pastoral provision creates a

healthy environment in which pupils can develop as individuals and are in a strong position to achieve
their best.
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4. Inspection Evidence

4.1  The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with pupils and examined samples of

pupils’ work. They held discussions with members of staff and with a group of governors, observed a
sample of the extra-curricular activities that occurred during the inspection period, and attended form
meetings and assemblies. Inspectors visited boarding houses
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